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Since 2004, DEM and local hunters and fishermen have teamed up to help Rhode Islandersin
need. The Hunters & Fishermen for the Hungry Program helps DEM manage wildlife
populations and at the same time provides high quality protein to local food pantries. Hunters can
donate their surplus game including deer, goose and fish to a
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agencies across the country to manage free ranging deer populations. Rhode Island DEM has
increased opportunities to hunt deer by lengthening the deer hunting season, increasing the
number each hunter can take and encouraging deer hunting on private lands.

While these programs play akey role in curtailing the overabundant deer population, many
hunters think it is wasteful to take more deer than they can eat. The Hunters and Fishermen for
the Hungry program provides a market for their surplus catch.

The partnership between the Breachway
Bait and Tackle Shop and St. Mary/St.
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business and Breachway vendors. Breachway also teams up with local marinas to sponsor fishing
tournaments where all of the catch is donated to the St. Mary/St. James Food Pantry. Local
volunteers prepare and label (sample label available for visuals) the surplus fish and meat in
accordance with state and federal requirements for processing, packaging and
refrigerating/freezing.

The St. Mary/St. James Community Food Pantry, which services approximately 1,300
individuals per month in the Washington County, receives the donated fish and game from
Breachway on aweekly basis, if asupply isavailable. The fish and game are especially welcome
by the Pantry as high quality protein donations are frequently in short supply and demand for
assistanceisrising rapidly. The protein is aso popular among the clients as well. Two recent
donations of 160 pounds of venison were distributed on the first day it was offered.

More information about the Hunters for the Hungary Program, including donation requirements
and alist of local food kitchens that accept donationsis available on DEM’ s website:
www.dem.ri.gov.

I nterviews:

e Lori Gibson, Supervising Wildlife Biologist, DEM Division of Fish and Wildlife, providedan
overview of the Hunters for the Hungry program (Photo below, top left, being interviewed by
Channel 10’'s Nicole Muri).

e Ron Mouchon, Owner/Operator, Breachway Bait and Tackle, talked about why and how his
businessisinvolved. (Photo below, top right).

e Debbie Nigrelli, Executive Director, St. Mary’ §/St. James Community Food Pantry, Meal
Site and Emergency Services, discussed how the program benefits the food pantry. (Photo
below, lower middie).




